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Welcome to the November edition

As you may have noticed there has been a theme running through
the last couple of opening sections of our TEC In-Brief newsletter,
namely a Meet the Team theme. We hope that you are enjoying
getting to know the staff here at the museum. Qur team come from
very diverse backgrounds, skill sets, interests, and passions. Ben
Blackwood joined the team in July of 2021, he is one of our ‘front of
house' members, and usually welcomes and supports our visitors on
Fridays and Saturdays at the museum. Whilst Ben is a fossil enthusiast,
he supports many behind-the-scenes projects here at the museum,
including suppeort for social media, education and he also enjoys
fossil hunting. Ben's true passion lies with another historically import-
ant story, in the form of RMS Titanic, so much so that he is completing
_ a PhD at the University of Chichester in studies related to the
& doomed vessel. Ben does get slightly teased by the other members
£ of staff at the museum for his Titanic obsession (all in good nature of
course). Ben has a wonderful can-do attitude, and he is always will-
ing to lend support to projects, often volunteering his spare time to
the museum. Ben says that "l really enjoy my time working here at
The Etches Collection, it's great to be part of such an awesome
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The Inaugural Children’s Fossil
Competition Update

Last month we announced the children’s fossil competition winners with
much fanfare. We have excitedly received all é of the winning fossils and
they are now on display, right next to our main gallery. It's been a very ex-
citing journey for us here at the museum and to finally see the winning fos-
sils on display really made the effort worthwhile. We are truly grateful to
our sponsors PetroStrat and to all the children who entered the competi-
tion. The winning fossils will be on display between now and November
2023, so why not plan a visit to the museum and check out the
winning fossils!

New to our

Displays

One of the things that setfs us apart as a museum is that we are continually up-
dating, adding to, and improving our collection. It is important fo say that not all
the specimens in our collection have been found by Steve, there are a few do-
nafed specimens too, Including Plesiosaurs and Ichthyosaurs. The Kimmerosau-
rus (A Kimmeridgian Plesiosaur) fakes its name from the location it was first dis-
covered, The Kimmeridge Clay of Dorset. The museum recently received more
materials for a specific specimen of Kimmerosaurus that is already on display in
our museum gdllery. Adding new specimens to the collection is important, we
also want fo keep updating our current displays foo, so you can see as much of
the collection as possible. This new Kimmerosaurus material has joined the dis-
play and you can now see several new vertebrae, paddle digits and ribs for this
specimen. Pictured on the front.

Opportunities to Support the
Museum

Etches Collection Friends Membership Package: Support us by subscribing

to our Etches Annual 'Friends' Membership package of £49.99. To find out

more about this exclusive opportunity and how to purchase, please speak
to a member of our feam

Etches Online: The Etches Collection Digital Subscription (Etches Online).

Your chance to have exclusive virfual access to our amazing museum from

wherever you are in the world. Support the museum 'virtually' for a monthly

recurring subscription of only £4.99 per month or £54.99 for the full year. To
find out more speak to our team or visit our website.

YouTube: You may or may not know that we have a very interesting and
rapidly expanding YouTube channel that puts out videos every week. Our
YouTube channel is a FREE resource to watch and subscribe to... It is well
worth checking out, but don't forget fo subscribe to the channel and like
our content. This will help us grow our channel and develop new content.



